
 

 

Quick Facts 

 Motor vehicle fatalities are  5 

times more likely to occur in 
rural areas compared to urban 
areas (figure 1). 

 Contributing factors include: 

reported lower seat belt use 
(figure 2), higher speed limits on 

rural roads, road design, less 

traffic control and greater EMS 
travel times. 

 Roadway departure fatalities 

were primarily in rural areas 
(85%) with over 50% being a 
roll-over type crash (Source: 
NDOR). 

 Fatalities where a young driver 

(under 21) was involved 
occurred primarily in rural areas 

(76%) (Source: NDOR). 
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Although rural Nebraska accounts for 40% of the state’s population, 84% 

of fatal crashes occurred in rural areas between 2006-2010. (Source: NE CODES) 
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